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Critical Eye 

Image: Students examine Deidre But-Husaim’s The Turn (2015). Oil on maple panel. Courtesy of the artist and Hill Smith Gallery. Exhibited at LAI in 2017 for Survival Bias.



CRICOS PROVIDER 00115M

Workshops
On Demand



latrobe.edu.au

What is Visual Literacy and Why is it Important?

Visual literacy is the ability to interpret, negotiate, 
and make meaning from information presented in 
the form of an image.

Visual literacy allows a person to be able to 
discriminate and interpret visual actions, objects, 
symbols that they encounter in the world. 

Visual literacy encourages an appreciation and 
comprehension of visual communication. 

A lack of awareness of visual literacy effects your 
ability to be able to communicate effectively. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/readingviewing/Pages/litfocusvisual.aspx
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What are Visual Thinking Strategies?
Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) is a 
method that can be used to help us 
think more critically about images. 

The method was first used in 1991 at 
the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York and is now widely used by 
educators in a variety of settings to 
encourage critical thinking across a 
variety of disciplines.

VTS encourages discussion around 
three basic questions.

Image: La Trobe University Law School students practicing 
VTS with a Deborah Pauwe photograph from the La Trobe 
University Art Collection.
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 Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) is a teaching method that improves critical thinking skills through facilitated 
discussions of visual images.

 Students participate in a group discussion facilitated by the teacher about a selected artwork or other image 
(eg. photo used for news article), prompted by three specific questions:

– What is going on in this image?

– What do you see that makes you say that?

– What more can you see?
 Students are encouraged to spend time examining the image and then contribute their own observations and 

ideas to the class. 

 All contributions are accepted and considered neutrally by the teacher and class so that students can learn from 
the perspectives of others.

How does VTS work?
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Let’s use VTS to take a close look at the 
following photograph.
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1. 

What is  

going on in 

this picture?
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2.

What do you 

see that 

makes you 

think these 

things?
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3.

What more 

can you find?
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Share your ideas with classmates. 
Can you come up with a narrative (story) for 
the photograph?
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Now let’s 

learn some 

facts about 

this image.
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narrative? 
measure updo the ‘facts’How

against your



latrobe.edu.au

Let’s consider our biases.

Extension:



latrobe.edu.au

Here are some more images 
from the La Trobe University 
Collection to practise VTS….

Extension:

KEAnnett
Sticky Note
The images on pages 15, 16 and 17 were used in a VTS session with third-year students at La Trobe University’s Law School in their subject: Criminal Law, Ethics and Accountability. The lecture topic was ‘Viewing and Evidencing Crime’. While these photographs are fine-art photographs from the La Trobe University Art Collection, they were deliberately selected for this particular VTS session for their ambiguity and potential to be read as both evidence and as depictions of intimacy. These photographs are recommended for mature student groups. 
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What Have
You Learnt?

Image credit: 

Cang Xin, Communication Series No 4, London, 2006,  
Digital print on archival paper, 120.0 x 120.0 cm
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 Visual Literacy

Visual Thinking, also known as visual/spatial thinking, is a form of non-verbal thought that is most commonly used in musical, 
mathematical and kinesthetic thinking. People tend to do most of their thinking in words, rather like a one-sided conversation, but 
non-verbal thinking is a process of thinking and reasoning in pictures and images. It is considered an intuitive, emotional and 
creative mode of thought.

 Visual Thinking 
Strategies

 Visual Thinking

Visual literacy concerns how meaning is made in still and moving image texts. It is addressed in the Victorian Curriculum: English 
through the mode of ‘viewing’.

Visual literacy involves closely examining diverse visual texts across a range of text types. Text types include non-fiction, 
textbooks, picture books, art, advertisements, posters, graphic novels, comic strips, animations, film clips, web pages, and more.

GLOSSARY

VTS is a method for enhancing visual literacy which was developed by Abigail Housen and Philip Yenawine in 1991. It was first 
used at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and is now widely used by educators in a variety of settings to encourage critical 
thinking across a variety of disciplines.
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Thank you
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